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Centered in Love
This month, our Worship theme
will be Centered in Love, with a
special focus on the UUA’s Article II
Study Commission’s Report on
proposed changes to the UUA
bylaws. The report is directed at
clarifying the shared values and
sources of inspiration shared
among Unitarian Universalists.
What began as a revision to the
Seven Principles has evolved into a
proposal that goes straight to the
heart of the matter of our faith:
transitional love with six core
values that surround it--justice,
interdependence, equity,



transformation, pluralism, and
generosity.
 Throughout February, we will
listen, learn and discuss what these
changes mean to our faith in
general and our church in
particular. You can read the full
report here:
https://www.uua.org/files/2023-
01/a2sc_rpt_01172023.pdf.  
Finding the words or creating an
image of what faith looks like is a
daunting task, even for those of us
who do it for a living. Ours is an
open-ended faith, and that makes
creating the story and the pictures
even harder. But, while I have

difficulty defining what transformational love looks like, I know it when I see it. And
throughout January, I saw "it” through the work of our leaders in the Middle School:
Christa Brelsford, Jimmy Groton, Rachel Smith-Jones and Steven Barker.
One of the leaders in the group, Christa Brelsford, started a Small Ministry Group
dedicated to hosting trans graphic artist Sophie Labelle for an event last Sunday, Jan.
29. To support this event, the rest of the leaders decided to invite other leaders from
groups that support GLBTQIA youth. In addition to Sophie Labelle, ORUUC’s own Sheila
Morton of the Gay/Trans/Straight Alliance at ORHS and Anne Backus of PFLAG came to
speak to the group.
In meeting with other GLBTQIA youth and other allies, our Youth see the people and
hear the stories of those who share our values and whose lives are directly impacted by
our commitments to them. We have our Principles and Sources on the wall of the
classroom, but reaching out and meeting other people connects us not just in the head,
but through the heart: it centers love through relationships.  
Whatever becomes of Article II or whatever words and pictures we choose to define
our values, I’m proud of the mentoring our children and Youth receive from our
leaders. Their effort, commitment and dedication to faith formation guides us directly
to the heart of the matter, and ultimately that’s what matters.
In Care and Faith,
Christine

Christine Rehder (she/her/hers)
Director of Faith Formation

 

Registration Deadlines for
SPRING Mountain CONs
in Highlands, North Carolina:
https://www.themountainrlc.org/cons

https://www.uua.org/files/2023-01/a2sc_rpt_01172023.pdf
https://www.themountainrlc.org/cons


 
Elementary (Grades 3-5): Friday, Feb. 3
for the weekend retreat February 17-19
https://www.themountainrlc.org/spring-
elementary-con

Intermediate (Grades 6-8): Friday, Feb. 17
for the weekend retreat March 3-5
https://www.themountainrlc.org/spring-
intermediate-con

Senior (Grades 9-12): Friday, March 2
for the weekend retreat March 17-19
https://www.themountainrlc.org/spring-high-
school-con

Cost: $100 per youth, $25 per adult advisor 

Background checks are required for adult
advisors. Please contact Christine Rehder, Director
of Faith Formation, at crehder@oruuc.org once
you've registered, or if you have questions.

https://www.themountainrlc.org/spring-elementary-con
https://www.themountainrlc.org/spring-intermediate-con
https://www.themountainrlc.org/spring-high-school-con
mailto:crehder@oruuc.org


For more information, go to  https://fb.me/e/qUUcNz99f. PFLAG is a social and support
group for the LGBT community and those who love them. For more information about the
PFLAG Oak Ridge group, contact Anne Backus at backusanne@comcast.net.

https://fb.me/e/qUUcNz99f
mailto:backusanne@comcast.net


OWL Facilitator Training
April 14-16 at ORUUC

ORUUC is hosting a training for persons interested in facilitating the Our Whole Lives
(OWL) lifespan sexuality curriculum from Friday, April 14th-Sunday, April 16th.
Limited space available for ORUUCians wishing to lead the program in our
congregation, community members, and UU’s in our region. If you are interested or
know someone who may be, please contact Christine Rehder @
crehder@oruuc.org. Register here: https://www.oruuc.org/owl-facilitator-
training.

Hospitality help is also much appreciated! If you would like to help with meal or
snack preparation for the April training, or if you have some spare space in your
home and could host a training participant, please let Christine or another OWL
Facilitator know.  

January Moments...
The Create and Connect class talks about the ORUUC
Timeline and works together.

mailto:crehder@oruuc.org
https://www.oruuc.org/owl-facilitator-training


Many thanks to those who shared their ORUUC stories with us at the Timeline Event on
January 22. For those who missed it or want some quieter time to read and reflect, it will
remain up in the Social Hall through mid-February. Please come by and add any
additional memories and PICTUREs (especially from the 80’s) if you have any. Or email
communications@oruuc.org and we’ll add your memories to the wall.  We are a great
story! ~Christine

Thanks to Multi-Gen Coordinator Whitney Cole and Colin Loring for providing photos.

mailto:communications@oruuc.org






Teens! Did you know you can earn $10 an hour (up to $1,000) for your Youth
Trip Fund by volunteering to help with Rummage? Email
oruucrummage@gmail.com (Christina Elliott and Amanda Fishel). High schoolers: sign up
on Discord.

mailto:oruucrummage@gmail.com


ORUUC still needs childcare workers for meetings and special events. If you're 14 years
of age or older, contact Childcare Coordinator Laura Scott at 865-591-8550.



Mother Goose meets this month on Thursday, Feb. 2 and 16 at 10:30 a.m. in the Oak Ridge
Public Library Auditorium with "Father Goose" Michael Raymond. All are welcome to this
free program!

Rev. Lisa Romantum Schwartz,
Interim Minister

Rev. Lisa can be reached by email at
Rev.Lisa@oruuc.org or by phone at 865-483-6761
ext. 102. 

Connecting in Spirit: Youth Faith Formation Monthly News is a digital publication designed to

mailto:Rev.Lisa@oruuc.org
mailto:Rev.Lisa@oruuc.org


serve ORUUC families with children from birth through high school. If you have ideas or
suggestions for content, or would like to add someone to the mailing list, please email Rachel at
communications@oruuc.org or Christine at crehder@oruuc.org. To take a look at past issues of
Connecting in Spirit, visit http://www.oruuc.org/connectinginspirit.

Visit our
Website

ORUUC |Contact Us
 

ORUUC | 809 Oak Ridge Turnpike, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 865-483-6761

Unsubscribe communications@oruuc.org

Update Profile |Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent bycommunications@oruuc.orgpowered by

Try email marketing for free today!

mailto:communications@oruuc.org
mailto:crehder@oruuc.org
http://www.oruuc.org/connectinginspirit
http://www.oruuc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/oruuc
http://communications@oruuc.org
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/about-constant-contact
mailto:communications@oruuc.org
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&pn=acstechnologies&nav=947ba436-0460-47c3-8385-ff56a4f5a9ad
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&pn=acstechnologies&nav=947ba436-0460-47c3-8385-ff56a4f5a9ad

	OWL Facilitator Training
	April 14-16 at ORUUC
	January Moments...
	The Create and Connect class talks about the ORUUC Timeline and works together.

